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On the History of Oshima Island, Shikoku and Newly Discovered
Historical Materials
Natsumi MATSUHANA , Curator, Murakami Kaizoku Museum

A festival called “Shima Shikoku Henro-ichi” is held for three days starting on the third Saturday of April each
year on Oshima Island. To reach the island, cross the Kurushima Kaikyd Bridge, the first bridge on the Imabari
side of the Shimanami Kaido (Nishi-Seto Expressway), which connects the island regions of Imabari City in
Ehime Prefecture and Onomichi City in Hiroshima Prefecture. “Shima Shikoku” is a miniature version of the
Shikoku 88-temple pilgrimage, which is completed entirely on the island. During the “Henro-ichi” season, many
pilgrims from inside and outside the prefecture visit the island to make the approximately sixty-three-kilometer
pilgrimage, which includes both mountains and sea. During the festival, local residents provide osettai, or support
for pilgrims. However, the tradition of zenkonyado, in which private homes offer lodging to pilgrims, has largely
disappeared due to changes in pilgrimage methods brought about by the opening of the Shimanami Kaido, which
shifted the mode of travel from walking to cars, as well as the declining birthrate and aging population among
potential hosts.

Shima Shikoku on Oshima Island was founded in 1807 (Bunka 4) by the physician Gentoku MORI (1769—
1844), the mountain ascetic Genkii KONGOIN, and the village headman Jiita IKEDA, among others. Although
it attracted large crowds from the time of its founding, the Imabari domain reproached it the following year,
resulting in a temporary suspension. However, worshippers continued to visit throughout this period. After
several years, the site received the title of "Jun Shikoku" (Sub-Shikoku) from Ninnaji Temple, and pilgrims were
once again free to visit. While there are many "Shima Shikoku" sites throughout Japan, few have materials from
the time of establishment and clear documentation of their origins like Oshima's.

This paper introduces historical materials, including a collection of documents passed down from one of the
founders, Gentoku Mori, which are now held by Koryiji, the 33rd temple on the pilgrimage route located in
Yoshiumi-chd My®d, Imabari City. The paper also introduces the newly discovered “Oshima Shin Shikoku Michi
Tebiki” guidebook, which was passed down from Tanaka Shrine (Yoshiumi-chd Honjo) and is now stored at the
Noma Hitone Rose Museum. Using these materials, the paper reexamines and organizes the historical origins of
Oshima's Shima Shikoku, which have been passed down to the present day, as well as its evolution over time.
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