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Body, Space, and Time along Replica Pilgrimages

Ryujiro Kondo
Former Professor, Faculty of Environmental Science, University of Shiga Prefecture

This study describes the characteristics of the space of a replica pilgrimage site. A typical example is a
miniature pilgrimage site with stone Buddhas placed on a hill behind a temple etc. Here, I discuss the contrast
with the circular (kaiyushiki) gardens as a space to explore and incorporate perspectives such as body theory and
projection science.

Miniature pilgrimage sites are often set up for the benefit of the community by devotees who have returned
from a pilgrimage to the main pilgrimage site. In doing so, omissions and exaggerations are made, and the result
is a reduced space that captures the remnants of the physical experience of "number" and “to make a pilgrimage
to a place” which can be called the rhythm of the pilgrimage. The rhythm of the body, "to walk" and "to worship,"
is expressed in the remnants of numbers (degrees) such as 88 or 33 times. Thus, the miniature pilgrimage site is
a projection of this rhythmic remnant onto a local place.

Few people associate a miniature pilgrimage site with a realistic pilgrimage space. Rather, they associate it
with "meanings (holiness)" such as O-Daishi-sama and Kannon-sama, which are obtained through the rhythm of
the main pilgrimage. In other words, the real information of the main pilgrimage site is omitted, and it is often
an action space where only the physical rhythm through pure "points" and "lines" is mapped, a maze space that
is easily associated with meaning.

When viewed as a landscape experience, although it has a sequential sequence, there is only a simple repetition
that continues, and there are few visual features to appreciate such as a circular garden. It is a simple spatial
experience in which physical actions are repeated. While the main pilgrimage is meant to be a "journey" out of
the everyday (and sometimes a journey of death), the replica pilgrimage site is a space close to the everyday. To
create an extraordinary space in an everyday space, 33 or 88 almost similar "dots" (stone Buddha small shrines)
are lined up in a simple, yet in a sense, a kind of bizarre spatial configuration. Because it is a space that is
experienced not visually but through physical action, the actual space is not so much of an obstacle for visitors,
even if it is in the middle of a town or along a street, because they can obtain meaning through their physical
rhythm.

Anyone can create a miniature pilgrimage site simply by arranging stone Buddhas as “dots.” It has the
simplicity of being created simply by symbolizing. Kaiyushiki gardens, for example, require a gardener's (or
landscape gardener's) sense and expertise (skill). At the same time, the ability to appreciate the beauty of the
style is also necessary. In the case of a replica pilgrimage site, the target space as a "thing" is not the thing to be
evaluated (appreciated). The meaning is acquired through the physical experience of the rhythm of the "objects,"
and is not premised on regional characteristics or the ability to appreciate them. It is open to the bodies of those
who make the journey.
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