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Shikoku Pilgrimage and Comparative Pilgrimage Research seen through
fieldwork related to Kannon Pilgrimages

Yasuhiro ASAKAWA

Associate Professor, Saitama Prefectural University

This paper attempts to explore the contemporary characteristics of Shikoku and other pilgrimage temples
through a comparison based on fieldwork between the Shikoku pilgrimage and Kannon pilgrimages. From the
standpoint of a pilgrim, I observed and compared how the pilgrims view pilgrimage related objects such as the
statue of the main deity and of Kobd Daishi; how they use the temple bell and the statue of Binzuru (a Buddhist
statue that you can touch); and how they practice the rituals of the pilgrimage such as lighting a lantern, offering
incense and an osamefuda (name-slip). As a result, I discovered that (1) bells can be rung at many temples in
Shikoku, however, there are only a few temples where bells can be rung on Kannon pilgrimages, (2) worship
of the principal deity where pilgrims remove their shoes to enter the temple building is a characteristic along
the Mogami and Okitama pilgrimages when the statue can be viewed by the public, (3) the custom of attaching
osamefuda, which was discontinued in Shikoku during the Showa period, continues as a unique culture at Mogami
and Okitama pilgrimage temples, and (4) along regional pilgrimages, the pilgrims themselves open and close the
temple doors, turn on a light or shine a flashlight to see the statue of the main deity and do not light candles or
incense sticks in order to prevent fires. Replaceable pages with the red stamp of each temple are also being used,
etc. These are all creative ways to maintain pilgrimage culture despite depopulation. The results (1) reaffirm that
the junrei no oto (sounds of pilgrimage), such as the temple bell and bells carried by the pilgrims, are a part of the
local culture that represents Shikoku. For this study, I also focused on tsue tate as a characteristic of the Shikoku
pilgrimage that has not been studied in previous research. The tsue tate is a stand in which pilgrims leave the
walking staffs they carry when they visit each temple and in Shikoku, tsue tate can be found at all the temples.
Various types have been given to the temple and are in use near the purification basin, the main hall, the Daishi
hall, or the nokyo-sho (temple office). While the landscape in which tsue tate blends in has been established at
Shikoku's fudasho (sacred places), it is difficult to say that it has taken root as part of the culture of the Kannon
pilgrimages. Such a landscape with tsue tate cannot be found in old photo albums from Shikoku, Saigoku, and
other pilgrimage temples. From this observation, I conclude that although further study is needed regarding the
historical background of tsue tate it may be a new pilgrimage culture that emerged in Shikoku, where the staff
is regarded as an incarnation of Kobo Daishi and as people's perception of the staff has changed in recent years
modern respect for Kobo Daishi has materialized.
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