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The Shikoku Pilgrimage and Hakusan Worship
—An Analysis of Sugoji Temple
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Auditor, Ehime University Graduate School

By examining documents about the Shikoku pilgrimage from the Edo period, it is clear that there were a
number of temples that enshrined Hakusan Gongen, the goddess of the sacred mountains of the Hokuriku region.
Recent research suggests that in order to understand the formation process of the Shikoku pilgrimage, it is
necessary to analyze the Kumano faith, the Hakusan faith, the Pure Land faith, and other faiths that existed before
the popularity of the faith in Kobd Daishi. In this paper, I will clarify the entities that brought the Hakusan faith
to Shikoku, and discuss the meaning of the enshrinement of Hakusan Gongen at Shikoku pilgrimage sites.

The picture scroll "Ippen Hijiri-e", made in the first year of the Shoan Era (1299), states that the temple Sugoji
was a sacred place where Kannon (Goddess of Mercy) appeared and that Hakusan Daimydjin was its guardian
deity. And that during the Middle Ages, Daihgji, the 44th temple, and Iwayaji, the 45th temple, were one and the
same Sugoji Temple.

The statues of Sanjiibanjin, the thirty guardian deities worshipped by the Tendai sect (believed to have been
made in the Kamakura period), still exist at Daihoji. Daihgji and Iwayaji enshrined Hakusan Gongen and also
Sekizan Gongen, which are the guardian deities of the Sanmon sect of the Tendai sect, namely Enryakuji on
Mt. Hiei. From these facts, the author believes that Sugdji was a temple influenced by the Tendai sect in the
Kamakura period, and that the Hakusan Gongen of Sugdji may have been brought by the Sanmon sect.

In addition, it has become clear that the Shikoku pilgrimage sites where the medieval origin tales mention
Hakusan Gongen are all sacred sites where Kannon or her manifestation, Hakusan Gongen, is said to appear, with
the exception of Ishiteji, the 51st temple. It is possible that these temples were influenced by the Tendai sect and
the Sannd faith.

Until now, the prevailing theory has been that the Fudaraku(Potalaka) faith, which is associated with ascetic
training to remote places, played a major role in the establishment of the Shikoku pilgrimage, and that this
was due to the influence of the Kumano faith. However, the author believes that it is necessary to consider the
influence of the Hakusan faith on the worship of the Fudaraku faith in Shikoku. This is because, as shown in this
paper, it is thought to contain elements found in the Hakusan faith, in which people go to the sacred land where
Kannon or Hakusan Gongen appears (i.e., Fudaraku Pure Land) and make kechien(connections) with the deities
and Buddha.
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