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Why People Around the World Walk?
—A Small Guesthouse on the Shikoku Pilgrimage Path
Yoko WASHINO, Owner of Tentsuki Place Guesthouse

At the mid-point of the eighty-eight sacred sites along the Shikoku pilgrimage route on the road to the last pass
leading to Temple no. 44 Daihdji, there is a rock where it is said that Kobo Daishi stepped his feet in frustration
when he was stranded due to extremely deep snow. At the foot of Hiwada Pass, which runs from the former Ozu
domain’s guardhouse to the Matsuyama domain’s territory, I started a guesthouse called Tentsuki Place in 2018.
It was a time when inbound tourism was very active and there were a lot of travelers from overseas. Until the
new coronavirus scare restricted travel, about forty pilgrims from overseas stayed at the guesthouse. I wonder,
“Why do people walk the Shikoku pilgrimage route?” I am interested in the spirit of those who spend money,
physical strength, and time to walk to a small island in a distant foreign country. Where does this extraordinary
determination come from, and how does it change after the walk? Most of the international guests were willing
to talk when I asked them and I am grateful to everyone who shared their precious experiences and thoughts with
me in the small guesthouse along the way. We still keep in touch with each other and I sometimes ask them about
their feelings afterwards. The records of people who are thinking about life, searching for ways to live, living as
human beings, coexisting with nature, and engaging with society are all written down in my guesthouse notebook.
In this paper, I would like to introduce these precious stories and pass on the culture of pilgrimage hospitality
and lodging as a source of spiritual “food” for those of us on the receiving end. There is much to learn from the
stories of these pilgrims who spend an average of forty-five days walking the pilgrimage path on a foreign island.
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