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Pilgrimage in Indian Buddhism in the Pilgrimage Tale of King ASoka
—Pilgrimage in the Buddhist Scriptures and Its Practice

Eisaku OKADA

Program-Specific Researcher, Graduate School of Education, Ehime University

Among the pilgrimages around the world there are many that exist in India, but for this study I will examine
an Indian Buddhist pilgrimage. While referring to previous studies, I will first present my understanding that
"pilgrimage to holy places" means visiting the four major holy places called chaitya (Skt. caitya), the eight major
holy places, and some stupas (Skt. stiipa) that contain the remains of Buddha and his disciples as holy places.
Next, [ will demonstrate the beginning of pilgrimage in Indian Buddhism, and as an earlier view on the beginning
of pilgrimage in Indian Buddhism, I will discuss the correspondence between Buddha and his disciple Ananda
in the Mahaparinibbanasuttanta, an early Buddhist scripture describing Buddha’s last journey, as well as the
historical sources on pilgrimage in Indian Buddhism. This will be followed by an overview of the contents of
the inscription of King Asoka (reigned 268-232 B.C.), which is the earliest written record of an Indian Buddhist
pilgrimage. Then, as an example of an Indian Buddhist pilgrimage, I will introduce the story of King Asoka’s
pilgrimage to the Buddhist sites from the Buddhist sermon collection Divyavadana. Finally, T will discuss this
pilgrimage tale from the perspective of the actual pilgrimage as depicted in the Buddhist scriptures, based on the
state of transmission of the pilgrimage tale and records of Buddhist sites (the four holy places) by foreign monks.
Through this discussion, it is clear that there is a difference between the pilgrimage depicted in the Buddhist
scripture, the pilgrimage tale of King Asoka, and the actual pilgrimage based on the inscriptions of King Asoka
and the records of foreign monks. However, it is noteworthy that this pilgrimage tale has been handed down over
a long period of time and continues to provide readers with a model of pilgrimage. Even though the actual holy
sites were in ruins, as recorded by foreign monks, it can be said that the pilgrimage to the holy sites associated
with Buddha has been handed down and remembered in Indian Buddhism in a fictional, idealized form.
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