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Iyo Kokubunji Temple and the Mausoleum of Yoshisuke Wakiya
—Foundations and Historical Sites

Norio MURAKAMI

Professor, Faculty of Literature, Nara University

This paper discusses the people who supported the mausoleum of Wakiya Yoshisuke (?~1342), a historical
site located near Temple No. 59, Kokubunji in Ehime prefecture. It began to be honored in the 17th century and
was mentioned in the first guidebook about the Shikoku pilgrimage. During the same period, the samurai of the
Imabari domain rebuilt the mausoleum, and in the 18th century and later, not only local people but also many
pilgrims, who came to this temple, visited the mausoleum. The mausoleum of Wakiya Yoshisuke was entrusted
to Kokubunji, one of the sacred sites along the Shikoku pilgrimage.

After the Meiji Restoration, the Imabari domain and others constructed shrines to enshrine Wakiya Yoshisuke
as a deity, but these shrines gradually fell into decay. Therefore, local influential people and the chief priest of
Kokubunji took the lead in establishing the "Wakiya-kai" to rebuild the Kokubunji shrine. This was the result of
the local people becoming strongly aware of the shrine as their own historical site. However, in 1940, with the
war against the United States on the horizon, this mausoleum came to be seen as a historical site symbolizing
nationalism.

In this way, the way the mausoleum was honored by Wakiya Yoshisuke changed over time. In the early modern
era, there were multiple images of Wakiya by various people, but in the modern era, the image of Wakiya has
been unified into the image of a loyal retainer.
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