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Daishido at the Sacred Sites Along the Shikoku Pilgrimage
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Associate Director, Culture Promotion Division, Arts and Culture
Bureau, Kagawa Prefectural Government

In the precincts of the temples along the Shikoku pilgrimage, regardless of sect, there is a building called the
Daishidd where a statue of Kobo Daishi is enshrined, and it is customary for pilgrims to visit both the main hall
and this building. According to historical records, in the early Edo period (late 17th century), less than half of the
eighty-eight temples on the pilgrimage route had a Daishidd, but by around 1800, almost all of them had one.
According to previous studies, as the Shikoku pilgrimage flourished, Daishidd were built and gradually became
more important.

In this paper, I focus on the Daishido as an example of the changes in space that occurred when individual
temples and shrines became sacred sites (fudasho) and confirm that the statues of Kobo Daishi were enshrined
in the main hall before the Daishido were built, and that some sacred sites had Chisho Daishido to honour of the
Buddhist priest, Enchin (814~891). Based on the results of the survey conducted in Kagawa Prefecture, | examine
the history of the construction of the Daishido and the relationship with the enshrined statue by highlighting the
temple sites belonging to the Tendai sect and the Ji sect, which usually do not require the construction of a
Daishido.

At Temple no. 76 Konzdji, which belongs to the Tendai sect, the Chishd Daishidd, which had existed since
the Middle Ages, was positioned as an inner sanctuary in the late 18th century, and a statue of Kobd Daishi was
enshrined in the hall of worship built in front of it. After that, the hall and the statues enshrined in it underwent
various changes. Currently, statues of Chisho Daishi, Kobd Daishi, and other Daishi are enshrined in the Daishido,
but the central statue is of Chishd Daishi.

At Temple no. 82 Negoroji, the Chishd Daishido was built first, and a statue of Kobd Daishi was enshrined
in it from the end of the 18th century, and now an old statue of Chisho is housed beside the main hall. Temple
no. 78 Goshoji Temple belongs to the Ji sect but claim that the founder of the temple is also important and built
the Daishido in 1784. All these temples built and maintained their Daishido while coordinating the logic of the
temple belonging to each sect and the logic of the sacred site, and the juxtaposition of the main hall and the
Daishidd symbolizing each logic is an important factor in considering the spatial characteristics of the sacred site.
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