wE [TEE R

VU % & AL Be —35 ) IR D AL <§ B 47> 5 —
LW (FNREI 2a—Y7 5 FERH)

The Shikoku Pilgrimage and its temples

— An investigation of Shikoku pilgrimage temples in Kagawa prefecture.
Susumu UENO

Curator, Kagawa Prefectural Museum

Recently, research on the Shikoku pilgrimage has made remarkable progress and many results are being
accumulated. However, not a lot of research on Shikoku pilgrimage temples has been carried out, and it is
not always obvious whether any of these temples have any unique characteristics. The Hondo and Daishido
are indispensable parts of present-day temples of the Shikoku pilgrimage, but in many cases the Daishido was
constructed during the early modern period. In the paper I will examine the actual state of Shikoku pilgrimage
temples during the Edo period by looking at the results of investigations about temples in Kagawa prefecture,
which are being carried out as part of the process to obtain World Heritage Site status for the Shikoku pilgrimage.
Above all, I will study the characteristics of Shikoku pilgrimage temples by focusing on specific aspects of such
buildings as the Daishido and Chado (tea hut).

At Temple 81, Shiromineji there was a temporary Daishido in 1792, but from this period reconstruction begun
and due to donations by believers, it was rebuilt in 1811. In 1801 Shiromineji asked that the pilgrimage path be
replaced for pilgrims and for those who came to pray at the temple. As well, even though the period is unclear,
Shiromineji constructed a tsuyado and continuously tried to offer osettai to pilgrims. We can confirm the existence
of the tea hut by 1800. From the inscription of a stone osettai monument made in 1745 at Temple 70, Motoyamaji
we discovered that during this period people in the neighbourhood offered osettai on the temple grounds. In
the same year the tea hut was constructed. The Daishido was built in 1795, but pilgrims were involved in the
construction of the buildings. Even at Temple 86, Shidoji the Daishido was a temporary building in 1828, but due
to the faith of the pilgrims a movement to collect money was started and in 1833 it was rebuilt. On the temple
grounds there is an osettai stone monument, which states that people from Shodoshima participated in osettai
activities at Shidoji.

As stated above such activities as the building of tea huts and the reconstruction of the Daishido acted as a
space to welcome pilgirms at the Shikoku pilgrimage temples during the late Edo period, and we can see the
character of these temples to accept a large number of unspecificed people.
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