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Modern-day osettai along the Shikoku Pilgrimage
—Various aspects of osettai in Shikoku pilgrimage books
Ikuo TAKEKAWA

Professor, Faculty of Laws and Letters, Ehime University

The act of giving osettai, such as money, to people along the Shikoku pilgrimage route and at the sacred sites is
an act of expressing appreciation and even today (in the 21st century) is often carried out. In a paper questionnaire
about osettai to pilgrims visiting Temple 50 Hantaji, it was discovered that an overwhelming large number of
walking pilgrims received money as osettai. In fact, the rate was ten times more than those who traveled by car
or in a group bus tour.This large difference shows that walking pilgrims have a lot more opportunity to receive
osettai in various forms, with money being the most common, because those who walk meet local people on the
route or at the sacred sites.

References in 185 pilgrimage books to people who received osettai along the Shikoku pilgrimage were examined
and the findings are as follows:It is necessary to understand that both those making the Shikoku pilgrimage and
those giving osettai are following the action of a formal custom. If there is a lack of understanding or if something
making it difficult to live is observed, then there have been times when osettai was refused.The formal custom of
giving osettai is based on the belief that the walking pilgrim is Kobo Daishi, something that elderly people still
maintain today.There is also osettai for young people. It is believed that the custom of giving osettai becomes
natural because they have seen and practiced it since they were young.As well, there are many cases when the
osamefuda is not presented to the giver and because those who give osettai do not ask for it there are occasions
when it becomes a voluntarily act where the intention is not expected in return.
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