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Catholicism, Saint James and Pilgrimage in Mexico
Yukitaka Inoue
School of Letters, Senshu University

This article first presents briefly the Christianization process of Mexico, and then studies two particular themes
related to Catholicism in historical perspectives: the apostle Saint James (Santiago) and the pilgrimage in Mexico.

Catholicism arrived in Mexico after the conquest of the Aztec Empire in 1521. The mendicant orders played
an important role in the early stages of Spanish domination. The politics of congregations was also important for
the Christianization of indigenous population. The patron saints have left an important mark and until today their
festivals remain the most important event in indigenous towns and villages.

The cult of Saint James, formed in the medieval Iberian Peninsula, was brought to Mexico with the Spanish
domination. However, it should be noted that his miraculous appearance, related in chronicles, was not the only
way of its diffusion in Mexico. In fact, his representations that we can observe actually are mainly the "Moor
Slayer" (matamoros) and not the "Indian Slayer" (mataindios). So, the processes of congregation and other
aspects of Christianization of indigenous peoples in colonial times should be considered in order to know more
about its filtration in colonial Mexico.

On the other hand, the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela (Galicia) did not become common in Mexico
for geographical reasons. However, it can be pointed out that many sacred Christian places arose in the colonial
era. A fine example is Tepeyac, where the Virgin of Guadalupe is worshiped. Another example would be Chalma,
where a crucified image of Jesus Christ is said to have appeared miraculously in a cave. These places had been
sacred in the pre-Columbian period, and it can be said that both Indians and Spaniards were actors of such
“substitution” of the ancient Mesoamerican cult into the Catholic.

In this way, Catholicism in Mexico historically has been the result of what had been brought from the Iberian
Peninsula, but in many cases with its own modifications in Mexico.
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