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Shikoku Pilgrimage Inn Guidebooks from the Meiji and Edo Periods
Michihiko INADA
Professor Emeritus, Kagawa University

In the Edo period, it was forbidden for people to travel outside the domain they lived in without permission, but
it is evident that the increase in the number of Shikoku pilgrims coincided with the development of the lodging
industry in Shikoku. From books about lodging facilities, one can determine where Shikoku pilgrims stayed
at and what style of accommodation those places offered. For this paper, I have examined three guidebooks:
Shikoku Henro Ryaku Engi (written by Eshin in 1823), Eidai kasako jodei yadozuke (publication date unknown),
and Shikoku Dochiuiki (pub. 1883) and discovered that there was a lodging facility called "Zennin" that was
offered for free to pilgrims and that there were huts and buildings called “Tomydsen” where pilgrims could stay.
As well, it was made clear that the organization which published lodging guides called "Kasakd" was based in
Osaka and oversaw information on lodging in Shikoku, and that many places to stay that were in rural areas in
1823, but they moved to transportation hubs and urban areas after the start of the Meiji period.
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