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The route and landscape of the Shikoku pilgrimage
Michihiko INADA
Professor Emeritus, Kagawa University

Before the present-day route connecting the eighty-eight temples around Shikoku was formed, there were
various other pilgrimage routes in Shikoku. Among these some believe was a pilgrimage route to visit sacred
places to practice ascetic training, but almost no evidence remains to prove this. First of all, by examining
pilgrimage books we can discover that pilgrims visited temples, huts, places of prayer and other unnumbered
sacred sites not related to the eighty-eight places of the Shikoku pilgrimage. Compared with today, pilgrims in
Shikoku during the Edo period freely changed their travel route and places of worship. As well, [ examine places
of worship not part of the Shikoku pilgrimage as written in Shinnen's “Shikoku Henro Michishirube.”

As Shinnen traveled around and around Shikoku he carefully observed the diverse natural landscape and
described the unusual natural phenomenon. By connecting what he saw with the miracles of Kobo Daishi, it is
mostly that he thought about the significance of the pilgrimage. Finally, I describe the natural landscape which
I observed while making the Shikoku pilgrimage and the landscape that pilgrims see along the way that stirs up
their feelings. For example, at Temple 12, Shosanji there is still a cave in which a dragon was confined and there
are fossil seashells along the terrace that are related to the story off Kobo Daishi turning seashells into inedible
ones. I think that part of the allure of the Shikoku pilgrimage to many people today is the landscape which
pilgrims encounter along the journey.
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