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A Samurai's Shikoku Pilgrimage

—focusing on the diary of a Tokushima samurai
Tomokazu MATSUNAGA

Curator, Tokushima Prefectural Museum

In recent years, research on the Shikoku pilgrimage has made steady progress with the discovery of new
materials and the presentation of a variety of issues. The discovery of new sources is most notable in the study of
pilgrimage in the Edo period, where a wide variety of sources were used to study the pilgrimage.

Regarding the diaries of the Shikoku pilgrims (hereinafter referred to as "pilgrim diaries") described in this
paper, unreleased copies of these diaries are being discovered and introduced almost every year, both in and
outside of Shikoku. Until now, the pilgrim diaries have been regarded as important records kept by the pilgrims
themselves, and they have often been included in the history of research. Although the actual conditions of
the Shikoku pilgrimage, such as the route, the number of days, meals, costs, cost, attire and luggage, lodging,
entertaining others, and pleasure, have been revealed, there is no lack of research issues.

Therefore, in this paper, first, a survey was conducted on the currently known pilgrim diaries. As a result, it
was shown that no more than ten pilgrim diaries were known until 2000's, but now fifty diaries can be found.
The diaries were then divided into three major types based on the behavioral patterns of the pilgrims, and further
divided into four types based on the status of the pilgrims: peasants, townspeople, monks, and samurai. It has
been thought that samurai rarely made the Shikoku pilgrimage, but the Tokushima samurai's pilgrimage diaries,
which will be discussed below, have modified this view. Next, the contents of two henro diaries written by
the Tokushima samurai, specifically "Shikoku Tabi Nikki" by Morikawa Yasutada and "Shunka no Tsue" by
Sansuikyo Ranshitsu, were introduced and some discussion was added. As a result, I confirmed the similarities
and differences between the pilgrimage of the clan priests and the pilgrimage by farmers and merchants, and
furthermore, I pointed out that the characteristics of the Shikoku pilgrimage of the clan priests, in addition to their
status, were strongly reflected in their diaries: in the case of Morikawa, as a goldsmith (artisan), and in the case of
Sansuikyo, as a man of letters (intellectual). Finally, like the samurai of the Tokushima clan, some samurai wrote
their pilgrimage diaries, while others did not, suggesting that other samurai besides the Tokushima clan would
have gone on the Shikoku pilgrimage.
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