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Four Pagodas in Shikoku

—Bizan Park, Zentsuji, Ishiteji, and Gyukoji Pagodas

Hisashi OBATA

Professor, Research and Education Faculty, Kochi University

Within the precincts of Zentstiji Temple (75th temple, Kagawa Prefecture) and Ishite Temple (51st temple,
Ehime Prefecture) are pagodas. A pagoda is a Buddhist monument that is widely seen in Myanmar (formerly
known as Burma). This article examines the history and meaning of these two pagodas, plus those in Bizan Park
(Tokushima Prefecture) and Gyukdji Temple (Kochi Prefecture), as the "four pagodas".

To understand why the four pagodas were built, it is necessary to look at the war history of the 55th Division
during the Asia-Pacific War. The division was formed in 1940 in Zentsiji City (Kagawa Prefecture) by soldiers
recruited from the four prefectures of Shikoku. They landed in northern Vietnam in November 1941 and then
took part in the battle in Burma, but by the time of their defeat about 80 percent of their total of about 20,000 were
said to have been killed in the war.

After the war, the 55th Division and other soldiers who returned to Japan from Burma, in cooperation with the
bereaved families, built a memorial tower in their hometown to commemorate their "comrades-in-arms" who
died in the region, modeled after the pagodas seen in Burma. These are the four pagodas. They were built from
1958 to 1983 in Tokushima, Kagawa, Ehime, and Kochi prefecture, in that order.

In Shikoku, two of the four pagodas were built in the precincts of the temple to commemorate the war dead
in the distant land of Burma. This indicates that the temple functioned as a place for memorializing the war
dead after the war. Little attention has been paid to this function of the temple and so it is necessary to further
investigate this point in the future.
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