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Reconsideration on the places of the Rokujurokubu pilgrimage
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Examples of nokyocho (pilgrimage book) for the Rokujarokubu ( /A+175%0 ) pilerimage
(sixty-six countries pilgrimage around Japan) route have been confirmed from the beginning
of the 18th century, but after examining sixty-five books (with a total of 18,794 places listed)
from the mid- to late- Edo period, we can reconfirm that there were more than 1,900 temples
and shrines that pilgrims visited and that there was a lot of freedom to choose which sites to
go to while on a pilgrimage. However, among these temples and shrines there was a large
difference in the conditions to be chosen as a place for pilgrims to visit and thus the places of
pilgrimage were not homogeneous at all. Temples and shrines existed as focal pilgrimage sites
to which most pilgrims visited.

There was also a change in the way that pilgrimage sites were chosen. Between
1701 and 1710, it was usually common for pilgrims to visit one place per country, but after
1710, people went to three to ten places in each country, and so it become popular to visit
several hundred places in total. As the custom spread to receiving the stamps at two places,
the Ichinomiya shrine and Kokubunji temple, (later, it would become three with the
Hachimangu shrine), it had a large effect on including pilgrimages to sites along the Saigoku,
Shikoku and other pilgrimage routes. But, actually also in the 1700s there are numerous
historical documents that demonstrate various pilgrimages to sacred sites were combined. As
well, it has been confirmed that there was a way of receiving a stamp of Hono Daijomyoten
(BRI L ) at only specially designated temples and shrines. Originally, even though there
was a way to connect various pilgrimages, people thought there was a way to clearly
differentiate between the Rokujurokubu and pilgrimages to other temples and shrines. There
was a restrictive way for getting the pilgrimage book signed, but eventually that perception
disappeared, and many temples and shrines, without any distinction, became to be included in
the pilgrimage book. It can be presumed that this was due to a loosening of the reality of
nokyo (dedication of sutra).

Perhaps because Tairyaji in Tokushima, Godai-san in Kochi, Sugd-san in Ehime and
Zentsuji in Kagawa prefecture, sites along the Rokujurokubu pilgrimage route in Shikoku,
were so special and prominent they became focal places of pilgrimage along the
Rokujurokubu pilgrimage route as far back as the Middle Ages. It is possible that these four
temples played an important role in the establishment of the eighty-eight sites around
Shikoku.
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