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An Investigation of Temple 23 Yakuoji, a temple to ward off misfortune, and
Regional Development - An Introduction to the joint Industry-Government-
University "Southern Tokushima Prefecture Campus Project."

Professor, Faculty of Japanese Literature, Shikoku University

Shigeki SUDOU

Every year since 2012 students in our Japanese Cultural History class at the Department
of Japanese Literature, Faculty of Literature at Shikoku University as part of Tokushima
prefecture’s "Regional areas are our campus" project have conducted cultural asset research
in the Hiwasa district of Minami-town, Kaifu county, Tokushima prefecture.

Research has been conducted on a temple called Koboji known by the legend of Hoin
(b.1777), materials related to local folklore stored in the Hiwasa library and archives in the
town of Minami, as well as "Tannya-san" which prospered as a small cargo vessel wholesaler.
However, the main focus of research is Yakuoji, the 23rd temple along the eighty-eight temple
Shikoku pilgrimage route.

Old documents, religious texts, pieces of calligraphy and paintings belonging to this temple
as well as objects considered to be stone cultural assets on the temple grounds such as path
markers have been investigated by students in a class entitled, "Japanese Cultural History."

The results of this investigative research are announced every year through report meetings
held in the area and published reports.

Among the students who have participated in this research there are some who have made
this the subject of their undergraduate thesis.

As well, the wooden seated statue of Kobo Daishi and seven patriarchs of Shingon
Buddhism, as well as the Kenponchakushokuhoshi (colour painting on silk) mandala were
designated as cultural assets of Minami town in 2015.

Between 2014 and 2016, an investigation on religious texts was conducted by students and
interested members in the community as part of the "Temple Cultural Asset Investigative
Report Staff Training Program Development" that is part of the Ministry of Education’s
Center of Community (COC) project.

In this paper, after giving an overview of these activities, I will describe the relationship
between the Hachisuka family, ruler of the Tokushima domain, and Yakuoji, which we
discovered through our research. Furthermore in regards to revitalizing the local area by
utilizing these cultural assets, I will suggest a draft plan from the stance of eco-museum
based exactly on the concept of a regular museum.
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