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The hinterland of the Shikoku henro

: Religious Tourism and Faith in Kobo Daishi as seen from the periphery
Takehisa KADOTA

Associate Professor, College of Tourism, Rikkyo University

The objective of this paper is to examine the expansion of the faith in Kobo Daishi, a fundamental
element for the Shikoku henro, through the example of replicated Shikoku pilgrimage routes in remote
areas. The rise in popularity of the Shikoku henro is partially due to the support from people coming as
pilgrims from areas outside of Shikoku. The influence of the media causing a boom in the Shikoku henro
around 2000 has been pointed out, but in this paper I would like to examine in greater detail the depth
over time based on the viewpoint of folklore studies, the creation of replicated pilgrimage routes between
generally the end of the Edo period and the present day, and the influence that these routes had on local
religious customs. As well, I will demonstrate that the regional expansion of the faith in Kobo Daishi was
a factor in getting people to become pilgrims and go to Shikoku. As a case study for this paper I will look
at Sado Island in Niigata prefecture. Around the middle of the 18th century a small-scale replicated
Shikoku pilgrimage route was created for the first time on Sado and with small changes over time it
became widely accepted among the local people. At the same time on Sado customs related to the
Shikoku henro were included in funerals and annual events, and as a result a positive image to embark
on the Shikoku henro emerged and more people expressed a wish to go to Shikoku and worship at the
sacred sites there. In the latter part of this paper I will demonstrate because the faith in Kobo Daishi and
customs to this faith that became part of people’s lives merged with touristic aspects in the present such
as the development of modern regional development phenomenon and the travel business such customs
did not disappear and became part of modernity. Pilgrimage research until now has had a strong
tendency to use the Shikoku and Saigoku pilgrimage as a model to demonstrate relatively independent
regional phenomenon for regional and replicated pilgrimage routes, but in this paper, I have shown that
the pilgrimage route on Sado always operated within the network of the faith in Kobo Daishi, a focal
point of Shikoku, and there was an inseparable phenomenon between the modern flow towards tourism

and development.
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