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"Pilgrimage" of ancient Greece: a case of the Eleusinian Mysteries
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There were four so-called ancient Greek "pilgrimages" which were based on Panhellenic
sanctuaries, namely; participation to the Olympian festival games and sending delegates,
counseling oracles (e.g. Delphi), visiting and staying at sanctuaries of gods of healing, such as
Asklepios, and being initiated into the Eleusinian Mysteries. However, it is still argued whether
these religious activities of ancient Greek polytheism should be considered as "pilgrimages" like
the ones of monotheism such as in Christianity and Islam. Paying attention to this basic
methodological problem, in this paper the author focused on the Eleusinian Mysteries in
perspective of "pilgrimage" and presented four characteristic points of this "pilgrimage" as
following: 1) the fixed period with two ritual stages: the Greater Mysteries (month of
Boedromion 15th-23th, in early autumn) with preliminary rites of the Lesser Mysteries which
were hold seven months earlier, 2) the openness of initiates including women and slaves, 3) the
individual and private character in comparison with general communal character of ancient
Greek religion, 4) a single-type pilgrimage route along the holy road called "hiera hodos" from
the city of Athens to the sanctuary of Eleusis where it was possible to obtain a higher status by
repeating the journey.
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