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Pilgrimage in Indonesia: Its Nation State and the Principle of One Lordship
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A nation state develops bureaucratic networks and school systems within its territory.
In Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, Benedict
Anderson points out that the "pilgrimage" that public servants and school students made
towards the capital, the apex of their looping flight from their starting point, played a
significant role in the emergence of national consciousness. This then led to a clarification of
the origin of the nation state after the demise of the religious community and the dynastic
realm, caused by the rise of print-capitalism. As a result, the capital becomes a holy center
for the nation.

Present-day Indonesia, which is based on the framework created by the former Dutch
East Indies, consists of various religious groups. Thus, religious issues became important for
the national integration. The Constitution states that the State is based on the principle of
One Lordship that includes Islam, Protestantism, Catholicism, Hindu, Buddhism and
Confucianism. Although there are some Indonesian Muslims who claim that Muslims should,
to a stricter degree, adhere to the Islamic law and believe that secularization and
Westernization are undermining their religious lives, these Muslims do not deny the framework
of the nation state. Even the pilgrimage to Mecca or studying in the Middle East rather helps
them to reaffirm the relationship between Islam and their national identity than to dissolve it.
Thus, the "pilgrimage" to the nation center induces them to tightly combine their nationality
with their religion.
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