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The legend of Emon Saburo and the Kumano faith
Hiroshi TERAUCHI
Professor, Faculty of Law and Letters, Ehime University

Generally, the legend about Emon Saburo is believed to be the founding story of the
Shikoku pilgrimage - a route that Kobo Daishi traveled - and is considered to be deeply
connected with the faith in Kobo Daishi. In the story Emon Saburo, who did a bad deed to
Kobo Daishi, embarked on the Shikoku pilgrimage. However, the original legend of Emon
Saburo is much simpler than the present version and Kobo Daishi appears only briefly at the
very end. It is believed that after Emon Saburo was reborn the faith in Kumano at Temple no.
51, Ishiteji began. In other words, the original legend of Emon Saburo is not based on the faith
in Kobo Daishi, but on the faith of Kumano. However, as the faith in Kobo Daishi became
stronger, tales based on the faith in Kumano at Ishiteji where changed to explain the
beginnings of the Shikoku pilgrimage through faith in Kobo Daishi, as heard today.
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