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Pilgrimage within Kabuki
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In Kabuki there are many scenes that depict pilgrimages such as the Shikoku
pilgrimage. The scenes from these performances can be seen in Eiri Kyogenbon (illustrated
story line books) and Ezukushi (outline books with a focus on illustrations) as well as from
the written text in Eiri Kyogenbon and Daicho (scripts). One Eiri Kyogenbon that has
Shikoku pilgrimage in its title is "Shikoku Henro" (first performed in 1691), and books in
which the Saikoku pilgrimage is depicted include "Keisei Ariwaradera (first performed in
1702), "Keisei Nishiki-no-Ubuginu" (first performed in 1716) and "Nariai Kannon-no-engi"
(the history of Nariaikannon) (first performed in 1719). Among the illustrations are pilgrims
wearing oizuru (white vests) as well as very strange scenes such as a cow wearing an oizuru
and making the pilgrimage with some people.

Scripts that still remain and are easy to understand include "Shippei Tarou
Kaidanki" (first performed in 1762), which has a description of the hut of Shinnen (d.1691) -
a free place to stay along the Shikoku pilgrimage route. As well "Igagoe Norikakegappa" (first
performed in 1776) and "Kinmon Gosannokiri" (first performed in 1778) show a person
dressed as a Saikoku pilgrim. "Shippei Tarou Kaidanki" also contains a very interesting scene
of an inspection tour coming from Mt. Koya to the hut of Shinnen. People in pilgrimage attire
can be seen not only in Ezukushi, but they are also largely depicted in Eiri Nehon (illustrated
scripts) and thus, one can understand when the pilgrimage attire became standard. Although
it is difficult to determine whether or not the pilgrimage scenes in Kabuki are exactly like the
actual pilgrimages, it is important to include the information provided in plays about
pilgrimage to widen our views on such research.
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