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American Grassroots Manzanar Pilgrimage
Yoshifumi KATO
Professor, Faculty of Law and Letters, Ehime University

On April 25th, 2015 I participated for the first time in the "Manzanar pilgrimage",
which was held on the grounds of the former Japanese-American internment camp in
Manzanar, California, USA. This paper will reconsider the significance of this annual
pilgrimage event held on a spot that is regarded as an American "sacred place" representing
war. The Manzanar pilgrimage is organized and run by the "Manzanar Committee" — a NPO
group run by volunteers. This event is not only to mourn or remember those who died while
interned in the camp during World War II, but it also has meaning as a form of "historical
education" to pass on to future generations this negative heritage that goes against the
American ideals of liberty, equality and democracy. The ceremony in 2015, which marked the
70th anniversary of the end of World War II, began with the telling of stories of suffering from
those who actually experienced the camp life. For example, the keynote speech was given by
Satsuki Ina an emeritus professor of the Sacramento branch of California State University
who was born in the Tule Lake Internment camp in northern California in 1944. Her speech
entitled, "Watashi wa Manzanar: Continuing Our Civil Rights Legacy" tells the true story of
the meaning of the internment camps in America and enthralled the hundreds of people in
attendance. However, the difficulty of preserving "pilgrimage land" like this can be easily
surmised by the present talk of a plan to construct a large solar electricity plant, but in order
to accurately pass down the historical truth of the confinement of people in this desolate
desert, the destruction of this landscape should not be allowed. Furthermore, it is important
to consider the significance of the Immigration Bureau on Angel Island in the bay of San
Francisco, which operated there until 1940, as a historical pilgrimage route because of its role
in processing Japanese who landed in America and who were interned during World War II.
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PROGRAM

CALL TO ORDER (UCLA Kyodo Taiko) / WELCOME FROM HOST (Craig Ishii) / WELCOME (Beverly
Newell, Tribal Elder, Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Reservation / Bernadette Johnson, Superintendent
Manzanar National Historic Site) / STUDENT SPEAKER (Julia Teranishi, 2013-14 President, UCSD
Nikkei Student Union) / VOICES FROM CAMP (Pat Sakamoto, Mary Higuchi) / THE SUE KUNITOMI
EMBREY LEGACY AWARD (Reverend Paul Nakamura) / MEMORIES OF BAINBRIDGE (Wilbur Sato,
Manzanar Committee) / MUSICAL INTERLUDE (Jonathan Lee, UCLA Kyodo Taiko)/ KEYNOTE
ADDRESS(Dr. Satsuki Ina) / CLOSING REMARKS(Bruce Kunitomi Embrey, co-chair Manzanar
Committee) / ROLL CALL OF THE CAMPS(Monica Embrey)

PROCESSION TO THE MONUMENT AND INTERFAITH SERVICE:

BUDDHIST MINISTERS: Rev. Gyoukei Yokoyama (Long Beach Buddhist Church)(officiant), Rev.
Shumyo Kojima (Zenshuji Buddhist Mission), and Rev. Ryuji Hayashi (Koyasan Buddhist Temple), Rev.
Dr. E.N.Tyler (Tendai Mission of Hawaii)

CHRISTIAN MINISTERS: Rev. Paul Nakamura, Rev. Ruy Mizuki, and Father Richard Hoynes

The interfaith service begins directly after the procession to the monument.

The ondo, or group dancing, will begin at the conclusion of the interfaith service.
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Leader: I look up to the mountains — where does my help come from?

-
—

People: My help comes from the Lord, who made the heavens and earth!
Leader: And so we acknowledge you, O Lord, as our helper and our creator —the One who calls us by
name and knows our hearts and minds.

People: We have made this pilgrimage today and give thanks to you, O God, knowing that as the

mountains surround Manzanar, so you surround your people.

Leader: We thank you that we do not walk alone. You have not promised us a life free of difficulties.

People: But you have promised that when we face difficulties, you will walk with us... you will never
abandon us or forsake us.

Leader: We thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, to walk in our shoes and identify with our suffering.
Jesus was betrayed by friends and neighbors. Jesus suffered insults, shame and humiliation.
Jesus was unjustly accused. Jesus was innocent.

People: We remember the insults, shame, humiliation and injustice suffered by the Japanese and

Japanese Americans whose only "offense" was to be of Japanese descent.

Leader: When Jesus was an infant, Mary and Joseph were forced to quickly pack their belongings and
leave their home.

People: We remember the 120,000 people of Japanese descent who were forced to quickly sell their
possessions and leave their homes.

Leader: Jesus was born in a stable.

People: Many of the 120,000 were sent to assembly centers and lived in horse stables.

Leader: Jesus was imprisoned by a decree issued by the Roman governor....

People: Executive Order 9066 led to the incarceration of the Japanese and Japanese Americans at

Manzanar and Tule Lake in California;

Leader: Poston and Gila River in Arizona;
People: Topaz in Utah; Minidoka in Idaho;
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Leader: Heart Mountain in Wyoming; Amache in Colorado;

People: Rohwer and Jerome in Arkansas.

Leader: Through the suffering and death of Jesus on the cross, God provided a way to life and hope.

People: In spite of the hardships and hostile environment, those who were incarcerated continued to
hold on to hope. They were able to build a community—a community of joy and tears; a
community of laughter and sadness; a community of singing, dancing and love.

Leader: The Bible tells us that God is able to work all things together for good to those who love God.

People: In spite of all the injustices, we remember the good: the strangers who gave a helping hand; the
neighbors who stored belongings; the friendships forged; the love that blossomed and led to
marriages; the opportunities for a higher education; the jobs that led to careers.

Leader: For years, those incarcerated suffered alone, holding on to the pain. We give thanks for this
great nation that sings, "God mend thy every flaw."
People: A flaw was mended with the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 which issued an apology and led to

reparations. The healing process began for many survivors.

Leader: The loyalty questionnaires and the draft brought division, suspicion, anger and resentment.
People: Our community continues to bring attention to those divisions and to bring understanding,
healing and unity.

Leader: Ultimately, Jesus is about forgiveness, reconciliation, unity, peace, healing, hope and love.

People: May the life, sacrifice and love of Jesus teach and inspire us to love others as Jesus has loved us.
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April 25, 2015.
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2015.
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