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The connection between war and the Shikoku pilgrimage route and its temples
— an example of Kochi prefecture

Hisashi OBATA

Professor, Faculty of Educational Research, Kochi University

In this paper I examine the connection between war in modern-day Japan and the
Shikoku pilgrimage route and its temples in Kochi prefecture.

When the government in the Meiji period was created there was a nation-wide movement to abolish
Buddhism and destroy Buddhist temples and images.As a result, among the seventeen temples
including Anrakuji, which were part of the pilgrimage route in Kochi prefecture, nine of them were
destroyed and the others fell into ruin. However, after this movement settled down the temples were
gradually restored, but during this time the Sino-Japanese war of 1894-1895 and the Russo-Japanese
war of 1904-1905 occurred.

During the period of the Sino-Japanese war the following trends occurred among the pilgrimage
temples.First of all, just like at other shrines and temples, prayer services were held to pray for the
safety of the soldiers and that victory could be achieved.As well, under the direction of the prefecture,
donations were solicited for the soldiers and their families.Memorial services and events were also held
and on the grounds of some temples, stone monuments were erected to honor for those who had died in
war.

Similar activities occurred during the Russo-Japanese war, but Chikurinji (No. 31) was especially
unique in what they did.In 1890, Hoshin FUNAOKA, the head priest of Chikurinji, while striving to
restore the temple asked for the cooperation of the people toward the war through such activities as
community lectures.Furthermore, as a battlefield missionary priest he went to the war front with the
local No. 44 infantry group and when he returned to Japan brought back such items as the hair of the
deceased.Memorial services were held at Chikurinji to remember those who died in the Russo-Japanese
war and Hoshin FUNAOKA worked to honor such people by returning the items of deceased to the
families.

Further studies include the examination between the connection of war and the Shikoku pilgrimage
route after this period because there is still very little known about this topic.For example, there is some
evidence that during the Asia-Pacific war of 1941-1945 people made the Shikoku pilgrimage to pray for
victory and that after the war they made the pilgrimage to mourn for those who had passed away
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