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A reproduction of the Shikoku eighty-eight sacred site pilgrimage route in colonial Taiwan
Mirai NAKAGAWA
Senior Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law and Letters, Ehime University

In Taiwan today there are remnants of reproductions of the Shikoku eighty-eight sacred site
pilgrimage route that was built during its period of colonization. The objective of this paper is to
examine the historical purpose of creating such reproductions when Taiwan was a colony by using
the examples of the reproduced sites in the temple called Qing xi yuan (previously the Shingon
mission office of Yoshino village) in Jian Town of Hualien Province and the "New Shikoku eighty-
eight pilgrimage route of Taipei" in Taipei city.

The abstract and format are as follows: In the first part entitled, "The spread of the Shingon sect
in Taiwan" I examine the introduction of the Shingon sect to Taiwan during the Sino-Japanese War
(1894-1895) and its spread first to the Taiwanese people, but with policies enacted by the Colonial
government to preserve old customs missionary work was then directed towards Japanese living in
Taiwan. The center of the propagation of the Shingon sect was a priest, Yuzen OYAMA, who founded
Koboji temple in Taipei in 1910. However, in the background of the progress of this missionary work
one can see the existence of a deep-rooted demand towards the belief in K6b6 Daishi among the
Japanese living in Taiwan because of their anxiety toward the hygienic environment and a wish for
benefits in this world. On the other hand, polices of the Colonial Government regarding the
Taiwanese indigenous people used the given image of Kobo Daishi as an "ideal teacher."

In the second part entitled, "New Shikoku Pilgrimage Route of Taipei" I describe the building of a
statue of Kobo Daishi (1912) in the hot spring district of Beitou near Taipei by Tokumatsu SAWA
and others. In the 1920s believers, including some from Shikoku, donated a bell to K6b5ji and with
the development of the administration of the colony the faith of the people towards Kobd Daishi took
further shape. As part of this missionary work the New Shikoku eighty-eight pilgrimage of Taipei
was created in 1923 and a pilgrimage route was made to celebrate the colonization and for tourism.
Then, in the 1930s, a "pilgrimage to Daishi" was introduced in schools as a good example to form an
oneness between colonized Taiwan and the homeland.

In the third part entitled, "The Shingon missionary office of Yoshino village" I describe land being
confiscated from the indigenous people by the Colonial Government and agricultural settlers moving
there from various places around Japan after 1909. One example is Yoshino village where people
mostly from Tokushima prefecture lived. In 1922 when the settler’s living situation was somewhat
stable a Shingon sect mission office was lured to come to Yoshino village and Chimou HORI, who
had experience with missionary work in Hokkaido and colonized Korea, worked in this village as a
missionary until the end of World War II. This mission office became the symbol of the mental bond
of the settlers, and on its grounds a reproduction of the pilgrimage route was created. As well, there
is evidence that Han people from the neighboring region donated money to this place where prayers
services were conducted. Furthermore in the mountainous region of the Hualien area many statues
of Fudo Myoo were enshrined. They were a symbol of faith and were expected to educate the
indigenous people.

Through the examination carried out in these three parts I have introduced and confirmed the
expansion of the reproduced pilgrimage routes in modern-day Japan, and I have clearly showed that
these reproduced sacred sites/routes were not only a way to demonstrate one’s faith, but also that
they played an integral role in the administration of the colonized land.
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