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The Mazu pilgrimage of Taiwan and China — its formation, development and present situation
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Tomoyuki YAZAWA, Professor,

Faculty of Education, Ehime University

In this paper I would like to discuss the formation, development and present situation of the belief in Mazu (960-987),
the protective goddess of fishermen and sailors. Faith in Mazu began in the Fujian area of China after the 10th century
and later in the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing periods (960-1911) developed into a faith held by officials and common
people through the giving of titles. As well, with the branching out of the Chinese into the South Seas the area of faith
greatly increased. Presently, temples in approximately twenty-nine countries with about five thousand statues of Mazu
have been constructed and there are about two hundred million believers. Taiwan has become a very popular place for
the belief in Mazu and every year around March 23 of the lunar calendar, which is Mazu's birthday, there is a colorful
pilgrimage (jinxiang in Chinese), where participants visit temples in various areas. The representative example of this
annual pilgrimage that starts from Jennlann Temple ( XF 2T ) in the Dajia district of Taichung. Over eight nights
and nine days more than one million participants walk 340 kilometers distance visiting 120 temples along the way and
then return to Dajia. This pilgrimage, which began during the colonial rule period of Japan, involves the ancestral god of
Mazu visiting the smaller branch temples thus reactivating the divineness of the sacred sites. Previously this event was
continued by a small portion of devoted believers who were mostly middle-aged or older, but in recent years, people in
political circles and the media have actively participated in the administration of this pilgrimage, so the scale of the
pilgrimage has expanded and it has become a national event. It differs from the Shikoku pilgrimage because it is held
temporarily and in an intensive manner, but it is similar in that we can see the custom of welcoming pilgrims, in other

words osettai, is very active and that the numbers of young-aged pilgrims are increasing.
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