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A comparison of various copies of Shikoku Henro Michishirube
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There are 11 known books of the Shikoku Henro Michishirube, which can be split into 3 (hereafter
known as book “A” ) and seven (hereafter known as book “B” ) based on their almost identical titles. It
is also known that there are many existing copies of the enlarged edition Shikoku Henro
Michishirube Zohotaisei that was published after 1770. However, this paper attempts to present a
comparative examination of only books A and B. For example, although both were printed on
woodblocks, book A has six columns on one page (twelve columns on a sheet of paper) and book B has
eight columns on one page (sixteen columns on one sheet of paper).

In the first half of this paper I refer to the most recent research done by Masahiko NII in “Shinnen —
Changes in the Shikoku Henro Michishirube — Bibliographic research: Part 1” and use such
information as the names and locations of merchants running inns for sailors recorded in Shikoku
Henro Michishirube and Shikoku Reijoki etc. along with historical maps and documents of Osaka
from that time period as clues to determine when the books were published. In the latter half I examine
the process of change from the oldest edition of book A called rokugyébon or “six-column book' to
book B called hachigyébon or "eight-column book.
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