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Shikoku as seen through pilgrim diaries - from the inside and outside
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Hikaru EBESU, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law and Letters, Ehime University,

The Shikoku pilgrimage can be thought to consist of three parts: the people who make the
pilgrimage (ohenro-san), the sacred sites (reijé); and the supportive community. When conducting
research on the Shikoku pilgrimage it is important that these three items not only be treated as
separate research topics, but also that they be examined collectively. Thus far, research on pilgrims
by analyzing annnaiki(guidebooks) and ryokonikki (travel books) has been carried out the most, but
the number of travel diaries that have been presented is still quite few. As well, guidebooks have
guided people from the Kinai (Kansai) area to Shikoku and there have been many travel diaries with
similar content. For this paper 1 first introduce a pilgrim diary from someone in Kyushu and then
compare it with pilgrim diaries from people within Shikoku. By doing such, I clarify how Shikoku
was looked at during the late Edo period from people inside and outside.

The pilgrim diaries that 1 highlight are the Saji family records stored in the Fukuoka Prefectural
library and the Niinobe family records stored in the Kagawa prefcctural museum. SajiTokusaemon,
the first of the Saji family, served under Kuroda Nagamasa (1568-1623) and participated in the
battle of Sekigahara. Later, he lived in the village of Tsuyazaki (presently Fukutsu-city of Fukuoka
prefecture) and for generations ran a sake manufacturing business. The Niinobe family first served
under IkomaChikamasa (1526-1603), and later lived in the village of Yoshizu (present-day
Mitoyo-city of Kagawa prefecture) and worked as the village headman.
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