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Enhancing Local Potential through the Culture of the Shikoku Pilgrimage:
In the Case of Naruto University of Education

K A M E (BHHERFREE 2D
Oishi Masaaki

In 2001, Naruto University of Education began a project for study of the Shikoku Pilgrimageand in 2005 opened a
class that included making the pilgrimage. From 2007, with support from the Ministry of Education, the university
initiated a three-year planfor enhancing local potential through education in  “ consideration for others ” and a plan for
making the pilgrimage area as a whole a “ museum, ” involving walking the pilgrimage route. The aim of this project,
the enhancement of local potential, was to encouragecommunity members to study local culture, and furthermore, to
become able to use it, create with it, and convey it to others. The first specific activity was education through the
experience of making the pilgrimage, cultivating consideration for others as an aspect of josokyoiku (emotional
education) for elementary, junior high, and high school students participating as volunteers. For the second activity,
making the pilgrimage a “museum,” investigations were made of cultural assets in order to understand the culture of
the pilgrimage, with a focus on writings, road markers, etc., in addition to interviews. The third activity was to convey to
others the results of the previous activities. Through education and research activities making use of pilgrimage culture,
students and local residents worked in cooperation, contributing to their ability to support local society and culture

creatively.
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