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The Pilgrimage to Mecca and the Visit to the Tombs of the Saints in Islam
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The pilgrimage in Islam is divided into two categories: the pilgrimage to Mecca (the Hajj) and the visit to the tombs of the
saints (the Ziyarah). First, the pilgrimage to Mecca is the duty of all Muslims who are able to perform it. More than two million
Muslims gather at Mecca during the 8-9" of the month of the pilgrimage every year. Like other religions, pilgrims are forgiven
for their crimes during the pilgrimage to Mecca, and restart their new lives. The prophet Muhammad abandoned polytheism and
animism in pre-Islamic times; however, he adopted the pre-Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca. Muslim scholars Islamized the
pre-Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca by explaining that the prophet Abraham constructed the Kaaba. The prophet Abraham is thought

to be a genuine monotheist in Islam, and Islam aims at going back to him and esteems him.

Second, the visit to the tombs of the saints is distinguished sharply from the pilgrimage to Mecca. Muslim saints are thought to
mediate between God and ordinary people, and ask God to realize their wishes. Muslim saints- are divided into two types. The
first is the prophet Muhammad and his descendants. The second is famous Sufis (Islamic mystics), caliphs, scholars, other
religions’ saints, and so on. Thus, Muslim saints are not limited to Sufis; however, the discussions of saints are developed in
Sufism. In early times, Sufis and Islamic scholars are opposed each other; however, al-Ghazali (d. 1111) mediated between them,
and Sufism was recognized by scholars and ordinary people. After the twelfth century, many Sufi orders (the Tariqah) were
established, and the veneration of the saints and the visit to the tombs of the saints have continued to progress. The middle age of
the Islamic world was diffuse with Sufism. Although the visit to the tombs of the saints is criticized because it was not practiced

in the times of the prophet Muhammad, many Muslims practice the visit in the present day, too.

Some examples of Muslim saints and their tombs are as follows: The first is Rumi (d. 1273) who is a famous Persian poet and
the founder of the Mevlevi Sufi order. His tomb is located in Konya, Turkey, where the order’s headquarters exists. The second
is Ton al- “ Arabi (d. 1240), a mystical philosopher, who advocated the theory of the oneness of existence. According to this
theory, this world was emanated from God who is a pure existence. His tomb is located in Damascus where he lived and died.
The third is leaders of the Shia (the Imams). The Shiite visit to the tombs is specialized to their leaders, not Sufis, and so on. For
example, the first Shiite leader *Ali (d. 661), whose tomb is located in Najaf, Iraq, and his son Husayn, the third Shiite leader (d.680),

whose body is buried in the tomb in Karbala, Iraq where he was killed, and his head is buried in the Husayn mosque in Cairo.
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