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A Report on the Workshop “War and Commemoration:
Legacies of the Pacific War™ at the East-West Center in Hawaii
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Yamashiro Hiromichi

The author attended the workshop “ War and Commemoration ” at the EWC from August 1 to 6, 2010. Forty
participants were 25 community college professors from throughout the USA and 15 university professors from Asia and

Pacific Islands.

The participants listened to 7 lectures and the witness talks by survivors of the Pearl Harbor Attack, internee
experience of Relocation Camp, Military Intelligence Service veteran and Atomic Bomb victim. They also visited the war
sites and museums related to the Pearl Harbor Attack. War sites often become the sacred sites because of many deaths

and sacrifices. Then, the pilgrims visit there.

The memorials and museums at the war sites preserve the legacies and memories of the War. This is just like that
pilgrims of Medieval Europe visited the sacred sites with the churches and shrines which preserved the holy relics, that is,
the legacies and memories of the saints. Present memorials and museums combine war memory and monuments for peace.

The author created the slogan, “Past memory for future peace.”

During the workshop, the author also considered some possibility for “reconciliation” between Pearl Harbor and
Hiroshima. Transnational migrants, that is, the immigrants from Hiroshima to Hawaii provide an important case in which

both Pearl Harbor and Hiroshima are united in their family histories because many experienced both tragedies.
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miscarriages of American justice are marked in the landscape. (Shadowed Ground 305-8)
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Oxford University Press, pp. 73-81. 1975.
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Yoneyama, Lisa. For Transformative Knowledge and Postnationalist Public Spheres: the
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eds. Perilous Memories: The Asia Pacific War(S). Durham, NC: Duke University
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