it 27T RiCB I 5B LiRAL
— A —Ab=7 27U T 2HLI—
Veneration of the Saints and Pilgrimages in Medieval England:
East Anglian Cases

i 7 E

Yamashiro Hiromichi

In eleventh and twelfth century Europe, the Christian World was established along with the spread of the “ Church

Reform Movement. ~  When we look at this movement dispersed from the Roman Papacy as an example of
“ globalization,” saint cults and pilgrimages are very interesting themes for discussion.

My report focuses on East Anglia. Historically, it covers the period of English history when Viking raids and the
Norman Conquest took place. Specifically, I examined, as local saints, St. Edmund in the Abbey of Bury St. Edmund,
St. Waltheof of Crowland Abbey, which was close to East Anglia, and St. William of Norwich Cathedral Priory. Their
careers and characteristics are clarified.

Edmund, king of East Anglia (c. 855-69), became a royal martyr in the war against the Vikings. He became a
national saint at the end of the eleventh century and attracted the popular support of ordinary pilgrims, as well as royal
patronage, because of his character as the first royal martyr.

Waltheof, the last Anglo-Saxon noble, was executed by William I in 1076. He generously helped Crowland Abbey
at its early stage and seemed pious during his confinement. His cult as an Anglo-Saxon saint was established through
the cooperation of the Norman abbot Geoffrey.

William, a young Christian boy of Norwich, was alleged to have been killed by Jews. His legend was fabricated by
a monk of the Priory, Thomas of Monmouth. For a short period, the saint cult attracted popular support and drew
pilgrims.

As universal saints, I briefly refer to St. Jacob and the Virgin Mary. King Henry I founded the Abbey of Reading
and gave it a relic of St. Jacob. This abbey became the center of the St. Jacob cult in England and was sometimes more
effective in working miracles than Santiago de Compostela.

The cult of the Virgin Mary of Walsingham was initiated by a local widow of good family and some wealth,
Richelde de Faverches. The Abbey had two healing wells that indicated the continuity of the place from its days as a
pre-Christian sacred site for pilgrims.

In conclusion, it seems that the local saint cults continued together with the universal saint cults following the
introduction of the latter to England.
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