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Junrei, and Orai-tegata
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In my 2004 presentation” Pilgrims in Early Modern Japan: Orai-tegata and Social Status,” I offered a hypothetical
interpretation of orai-tegata (documents permitting travel). I suggested that individuals who set out on a journey with
an orai-tegata bearing the words" If I should die of illness while on my journey, please bury me according to the
customs of the place. No message need be sent to my home place.” were stricken from the residential record of their
home village. Afterwards, however, I found no examples to support this hypothesis and received no endorsement of
my view. Therefore, on this occasion I would like to examine the question of the issuing and return of orai-tegata,
focusing on documents from Iyo province.

In regard to the issuing of orai-tegata, the cases of @ Nagahama in Ozu fief, @ Hato-cho in Matsuyama fief, 3
Kazahaya-gun in Matsuyama fief, and @ Komatsu fief were considered. Aside from Komatsu fief, permission for
residents of the area to go on pilgrimage was controlled by fief officials of that area. For example, in Nagahama it was
the coastal control official of Ozu fief and in Hato-cho and Kazahaya-gun it was a magistrate. In each case, a
representative of the town, having received a request from the resident, would ask the coastal control official or
magistrate if permission for the trip could be granted and, if permission was given, would convey that information to
the requester. The orai-tegata would be issued at that time. Regarding the death from illness in Nagahama of a resident
of another fief, the person was dealt with as requested in the drai-tegata (with no notification sent to the person’s
place of origin). No cases in Hato-cho and Kazahaya-gun are known.

As Komatsu fief was small, with a stipend of 10,000 koku of rice, its administrative structure was simple, and
requests by residents for travel were dealt with at the kaisho, where the chief retainer of the feudal lord conducted
business. In the case of residents, the record of the kaisho notes requests for pilgrimage from 1741, indicating the
resident 's name, village, destination, and the fact that permission was granted, but there are none of the orai-tegata
duplicates that were supposed to be included. In this fief, the chief retainer of the fief had authority to give permission
for pilgrimages. In the cases of residents of other fiefs, they were dealt with as requested in the orai-tegata. The chief
retainer was reported to and issued instructions.

Next, I examined instructions from the shogunate related to orai-tegata. In 1843 the following was decided
according to order of the magistrate of Osaka. When residents of Osaka, Hyogo, and Nishinomiya (who were under the
jurisdiction of the Osaka magistrate) went on pilgrimage, detailed regulations were to be followed. (D The time period
of the trip was to be determined;  a tegata was to be issued jointly by the town officers; 3 the tegata indicated that
if the person died in another place, after their burial, the circumstances of the death were to be sent back; @ the person
making the journey was to carry the fegata thus inscribed; B note of this was to be made in the town s record of
residents; ® the information was to be delivered to the central administrative office for all of Osaka; @ if the person
failed to return, the central office would be informed; after several months, the person would be declared to have
disappeared; and @ notice of such would be sent to the town magistrate. It is questionable whether this was actually
carried out. '

The content of an Grai-tegata issued in Matsuyama in 1844 conforms to the regulations of the Osaka magistrate’s
office. It is not clear, however, if this was the policy throughout the Matsuyama fief. Further investigation is needed to
determine whether the orai-tegata was made following the content as ordered by the Osaka magistrate s office and
whether note was made in the person’s residential record.

It is surprisingly difficult to determine the content of the orai-tegata issued and how hometowns was kept informed
about pilgrims. Thus, the hypothesis proposed in’ Pilgrims in Early Modern Japan: Orai-tegata and Social Status”
requires still further investigation.
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