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Geographically speaking, both Shikoku and Java are single islands. Thus, one is apt to think that socially, as well,
the regions known as Shikoku and Java existed from the beginning, but in fact they were formed within relations with
the surrounding world. The activities of pilgrimage and visits to sacred graves caused people from various places of
origin to move and mingle, providing important opportunities for the construction of regional worlds.

Java can be divided linguistically into the central and eastern Javanese-speaking zone and the western
Sundanese-speaking zone, while culturally it comprises the central and eastern area of Java, Sunda, and the northern
coastal area with a mixture of various cultures. As Java had more than one language and was not controlled by a
unified government until it came under the rule of Holland, Islam, which was widely adhered to on this island, played
an important role in forming the regional world of Java in people s minds.

In the Islamization of Java, the Nine Saints referred to as Wali Songo are considered to have played an important
role. They are said to have been connected with the establishment and development of the kingdom of Demak, which
led the Islamization of Java. Demak established a state on the northern shore of the island at the end of the 15th
century, brought about the fall of the Hindu kingdom of Majapahit, which had flourished in eastern Java, and ushered
in the age of Islam in Java. People also related a member of the Demak royal family, Sunan Gunung Jati, to the
establishment of an Islamic state of Banten in western Java in the first half of the 16th century. In the latter half of the
16th century, the central inland region of Java was made into a state, and the royal family of the kingdom of Mataram
held influence in the first half of the 17th century over all of Java except Banten and Batavia, which the Dutch had
established as a base. The royal family of Mataram claims that they were of the lineage of the Demak royal family, and
that the kingdom of Mataram took shape along with the formation of Java as a region.

The graves of the Nine Saints are objects of worship even today, attracting many believers. The graves of Malik
Ibrahim, Sunan Ampel, Sunan Giri, Sunan Drajat, and Sunan Bonan are located in Surabaya, Gresik, Sedayu, and
Tuban in eastern Java. The graves of Sunan Kalijaga, Sunan Kudus, and Sunan Muria are in or near Demak in central
Java, while the grave of Sunan Gunung Jati is found in Cirebon, which links central and western Java. Their origins,
both as men of religion and as the founders of Muslim kingdoms, were recited in the vicinity of their graves. Those
stories were included in the records of royal ancestry and developed within the Origins of the Kingdom of Java (Babad
Tanah Jawi) and the Origins of the Kingdom of Cirebon (Babad Cirebon).

This presentation considers these tales of royal ancestry and the way in which the world of Java was created within
the exchange among the reciters of the tale through pilgrimage to the graves of the Nine Saints.
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