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Religious Sites and Beliefs on the Periphery of the Shikoku Pilgrimage
— From an Example from Southern Awa Province —

B/ B =

Hasegawa Kenji

The character of the Shikoku Pilgrimage is said to lie in beliefs associated with K&bo Daishi and the buddhas and
deities worshipped in the Kumano area, but such elements are not limited to the pilgrimage or its sites of worship. Thus it
is necessary to determine the actual circumstances of temples and shrines and of beliefs not included in the pilgrimage
sites or found in places off the pilgrimage path.

In this consideration, I examined the history (engi) of the Kumano Gongen (a physical manifestation of a buddha or
deity) in southern Awa Province, where it is known as Nainose Gongen. Based on my investigation, I point out that this
history appears to have been created in the early-modern period (approximately, the late 16th to the mid-19th centuries).
Moreover, from the content of the history, beliefs related to the Shikoku Pilgrimage can be inferred. It also appears that
the temple of Tairyuji had a great influence. I argue that, from the medieval period on, interchange among beliefs, temples

and shrines, and regions is reflected in the history.
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