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The people of Lil' Yokohama are here. Here, here, they cry with their presence just as the youngsters when the
teachers call the roll....Today young and old are at the Alameda ball grounds to see the big game: Alameda Taiiku
vs. San Jose Asahis. The Northern California game is under way....At eleven thirty-six Mr. Komai dies of heart
failure...His wife is left with five children. The neighbors go to the houses to comfort the family and assist in the
funeral preparations....Down the block a third-generation Japanese American is born. A boy. They name him

Franklin Susumu Amano. (Yokohama, California 71-74)
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As our packing progressed, our house grew increasingly barren and our garden took on a shabby look that would
have saddened my father. My mother couldn't bear to leave her favorite plants to strangers and dug up her special
rose, London Smoke carnations, and yellow calla lilies to take to a friend for safekeeping....Gradually ugly gaps
appeared in the garden that had once been my parents' delight and, like our house, it began to take on an empty
abandoned look. Toward the end, my mother sat Japanese fashion, her legs folded beneath her, in the middle of her
vacant bedroom sorting out the contents of many dusty boxes that had been stored on her closed shelves...

(Desert Exile 62-63)
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Although we knew that Tanforan was only a temporary home, we all worked constantly to make the windswept
racetrack a more attractive and pleasant place. Dozens of small vegetable and flower gardens flourished along the
barracks and stables, and a corner of camp that once housed a junk pile was transformed into a colorful camp garden
of stocks, sweetpeas, irises, zinnias, and marigolds. A group of talented men also made a miniature park with trees
and a waterfall creating a small lake complete with a wooden bridge, a pier, and an island. It wasn't much, but it

was one of the many efforts made to comfort the eye and heart. (Desert Exile 93-94)
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The nearest peaks rose ten thousand feet higher than the valley floor, with Whitney, the highest, just off to the south.
They were important for all of us, but especially for the Issei. Whitney remind Papa of Fujiyama, that is, it gave
him the same kind of spiritual sustenance. The tremendous beauty of those peaks was inspirational, as so many natural
forms are to the Japanese (the rocks outside our doorway could be those mountains in miniature). They also
represented those forces in nature, those powerful and inevitable forces that cannot be resisted, reminding a man that

sometimes he must simply endure that which cannot be changed. (Farewell to Manzanar 88)
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We don't know who coined the Japanese word for Tule Lake. It consisted of three Japanese characters (kanji):

"crane," "mountain range," and "lake." This combination was both imaginative and accurate. The camp sat at the
bottom of a dry lake. Castle Rock loomed over the entrance to the camp, and Abalone Mountain rose behind it. No
cranes visited Tule Lake, but every fall thousands of wild geese and ducks flew to a nearby lake in a wildlife
preserve....On moonlit nights when I strolled around the camp, their cries made me feel miserably lonely and
homesick for my motherland. I began to understand how Nakamaro Abe must have felt when he was in China

many years ago and gazed at the autumn moon. (Tule Lake 62-63)
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See, my face and hands are wrinkled, my hair gray. My teeth are gone, my figures bent. These are of America...I
like the dirty brown hills, the black soil and the sandy beaches. I like the tall buildings, the bridges, the parks and the
roar of city traffic. They are of me and I feel like humming....Your grandma wants to be buried here in America...I

belong here....War has given your grandmother an opportunity to find where her heart lay.

(Yokohama, California 20-21)
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Papa's life ended at Manzanar, though he lived for twelve more years after getting out. Until this trip (1972) I had
not been able to admit that my own life really began there. The times I thought I had dreamed it were one way of

getting rid of it, part of wanting to lose it, part of what you might call a whole Manzanar mentality I had lived with
for twenty-five years. Much more than a remembered place, it had become a state of mind. Now, having seen it, I

no longer wanted to lose it or to have those years erased. ( Farewell to Manzanar 176)
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There are some differences between different forms of pilgrimages in terms of pilgrimage lore, legend and the
incidence of miracles. Certainly those that centre around either overtly and explicitly religious themes (as with
Compostela and Shikoku) or around genuinely 'famous' heroic figures (such as Elvis, or Glastonbury, with its
Arthurian legends), appear to differ from the more secularized pilgrimages that have emerged from the sphere of
civil religion, such as war cemeteries, the Custor and Vietnam Memorial sites, and Anfield.

(Pilgrimage in Popular Culture 227)
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Now it was ironic that we Japanese and our offspring who had been treated so badly by America loved this country
in spite of it all. Even if America had forsaken us, we would not forsake America. We worked hard to abrogate the
anti-Japanese immigration bill and succeeded in lifting the shame that had hung over Japanese people everywhere.

(Tule Lake 206)
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Here then is a lesson that should be inscribed on landscape as a way to remind us of the fragility of the civil rights
taken for granted in American democracy, the lesson that the government can make terrible mistakes when it allows
the hysteria of the many to violate the rights of the few... How the relocation centers will develop in future years is
an interesting question. Designation in the 1970s could lead to sanctification now that the Civil Liberties Act has
been passed. It could be argued that some of these sites, such as Manzanar and Topaz, are already well on their way.
At both sites the commemorative markers spell out exactly why the sites are significant: "May the injustices and
humiliation suffered here as a result of hysteria, racism, and economic exploitation never emerge again," reads the

inscription at Manzanar. (Shadowed Ground 305-8)
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