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The First World War and Battlefield Pilgrimages of the British: Visiting Ypres in Belgium

H# H E A
Yoshida Masahiro

The purpose of this paper is to present an example of "secular pilgrimages", which lan Reader regards as important in
studying pilgrimages, and to consider the meaning of war grave pilgrimages and battlefield tours for the British people. It
seems that Ypres, in whose suburbs there are many war graves of soldiers of the British and Commonwealth armies who
fell during the First World War, is holy ground for the British people. Menin Gate in Ypres was built with British funds
as a memorial for the missing soldiers in the battles at Ypres. On the walls of the‘ gate the names of these soldiers are
inscribed. The bereaved visit their son's or husband's grave or the memorial on which his name is inscribed to
commemorate him. Many people also visit Ypres as tourists. In this city there are many hotels, B & B's, restaurants and
souvenir shops for the visitors from Britain. Some tour companies do business and war-related museums, from small
private museums to Flanders Field Museum in the center of the city, exhibit various war-related items. The Anglican Saint
George's Memorial Church is the place of worship for British visitors. The city, whose buildings were reconstructed by
British money, is itself a memorial of the First World War. Since the 1980s many people have visited it, commemorating
those who "gave their lives for king and country", and consequently contributing to the formation of the British national
identity. I think that the study of war grave pilgrimages and battlefield tours is a key to understanding the religiosity of the

British people, who are becoming "secularized".
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