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Recent Trends and Characteristics of Research on Pilgrimages
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From the 1990s into the next decade, the culture of traditional pilgrimages, such as the Shikoku Pilgrimage and
Santiago de Compostela, has experienced a remarkable rebirth. As if in response to this, in recent years research on
pilgrimages has shown an upsurge in various academic fields.

The purpose of this paper is, while touching upon this sort of historical background, to indicate the trends and
characteristics of research on pilgrimages in recent years.

First, let us look at developments in pilgrimage research in the field of religious studies. A survey of papers and
summaries of research presentations in Shitkyo Kenkyu (Religious Studies), the journal of the Japanese Association for
Religious Studies, shows that, in general, research on pilgrimages appeared in the 1950s, came into full swing in the
1970s, began to diversify in the 1980s, and increased greatly from 1990 and particularly from 2005.

Next, I will introduce the history of research on the Shikoku Pilgrimage, the pilgrimage that at present is receiving the
greatest attention both academically and in society, especially pre-World War II research that has received little mention
until now. I will also present four topics for future study.

In addition, I will review the trends and characteristics of pilgrimage research in the areas of religious studies, folklore
studies, and cultural anthropology in the last three years. These generally fall into four new categories of (a)
tourism/cultural heritage, (b) memorials to the deceased/nationalism, (c) popular culture (anime), and (d) social
welfare/volunteerism.

Finally, as topics for future study in pilgrimage research that can be anticipated from this work, I will suggest 1)

creation/re-creation of sacred places, 2) theories of pilgrimage experience, and 3) pilgrimage resource theory.
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