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Aspects of Christian Pilgrimage in Late Antiquity
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The aim of this report is to survey the development of pilgrim movements in the Mediterranean world of Late
Antiquity. I especially focus on a diary written, by a woman pilgrim named Egeria , and on the sacred place, Hagia Thecla,
she visited. Christian pilgrimage started with the promotion of the Christianized Roman Empire. However, without
popular acceptance, its further development would not have been attained. The first tide of monasticism accompanying
the cult of saints and relics contributed to the rise of Christian communities in every country in Late Antiquity. Within this
monastic rising tide, many recent scholars have paid attention to women's involvement in the pilgrimages. Under the
name of pilgrimage, the women managed to be benefactors, travelers, and even to be writers or preachers who had a good
ability to express their own words. Thecla, the heroine of the Apocryphal Acts of Paul and Thecla, might reflect the
authority of such women in the early Christian movement. Probably, Thecla cults encouraged Egeria to express her own
delight when she met her friend Marthana.

At the end of this report, I included a short introduction of the recent gender interpretation of Thecla cults and spoke of

an aspect of the pilgrimage site as a meeting place of different ethnicity.
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( Pilgrimage in the Roman Empire,AD312-460,0xford, 1984, p. 53& 0 51 f)
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