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I have five comments I would like to make from the standpoint of research on the Shikoku Pilgrimage.

The first is in regard to the social strata of participants in pilgrimages and visits to sacred places. In the case of the
Shikoku Pilgrimage, none of the ruling classes -- members of the imperial court, nobility, and samurai - took part.

The second point is the question of aid given to support the common people making the pilgrimage. Until now it has
been thought that for the Shikoku Pilgrimage, aid (enjo) = hospitality (settai). Based on recent studies, however, it is said
that the pilgrims were supported by donations of alms.

Third, there are the questions of the prohibition of women, discrimination based on social status, and participation of
people with Hansen's disease in the pilgrimage.

A fourth question is that of the idea of salvation. In the case of the Shikoku Pilgrimage, as well, it is thought that
salvation in the next life was an important element, but talk of profit in this life is prominent in every aspect of the
pilgrimage, and "salvation" does not appear as clearly as in the Saigoku Pilgrimage of the Kinki Distriet.

The fifth point is the timing of the popularization of pilgrimages. The popularization of the Shikoku Pilgrimage took
place from the late Sengoku (Warring States) period to the early Edo period. Because a time of peace had come, the
common people were able to set off on journeys. If it is true, however, that in the case of the Saigoku Pilgrimage
popularization occurred in the mid-15th century, as the Sengoku period was beginning, I wonder what accounts for the

difference.
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