A Quantitative Study of the Shikoku Pilgrimage Late in the Early Modern Period
—An Analysis of "Entertainment of Pilgrims at Butsumokuji Temple"

This paper focuses on "Entertainment of Pilgrims at Butsumokuji Temple,"
a record of the hospitality shown at the 42nd temple of the Shikoku Pilgrimage.
The entertainments were provided every year on July 25 by the Takatsuki
family, merchants who received the patronage of the Yoshida fief. On this day
pilgrims were served rice, miso soup, side dishes, pickled vegetables, sake, etc.
In the "Entertainment of Pilgrims at Butsumokuji Temple,"” along with the
information needed by the people preparing the meal, including the ingredients,
utensils, expenses, and individual responsibilities, information about the people
to be served, such as the number of pilgrims and their places of origin, also
were recorded. Because twenty-six volumes of the record remain, covering the
years from 1825 to 1854, quantitative data regarding the pilgrims during that
period can be obtained that is as accurate as if a survey had been taken in the
same place at the same time every year over a long period. From the data
presented on this occasion, changes in the numbers of pilgrims and the
distribution of their places of origin are clarified, and based on the mention
of Buddhist priests, women, and people of the outcast class, observations are

made about the rank and social status of pilgrims.
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