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Kukai and Shikoku as seen in Sango Shiiki
Takahisa OMOTO
Curator, Museum of Ehime History and Culture

In researching the life of Kukai (Kobo Daishi), the state of Shikoku in the early Heian period when Kikai
was active and the formation and spread of the Kobd Daishi faith, we should not rely on "traditional historical
materials" such as the later Kiikai and Kobo Daishi biographies, but should base our findings on "primary historical
materials" that were established between the ninth and tenth centuries. However, if we examine previous studies,
we will find that many are not sufficiently advanced in terms of literature criticism and textual research nor are
they based on historical materials that have not yet been evaluated. One of these materials is the Sango Shiiki
that Kiikai wrote when he was twenty-four years old. In recent years, there have been numerous discussions on
whether this historical material is the genuine work of Kiuikai, or a fake document written by someone later. In
addition, many of the annotations in the printed version of the Sango Shiiki have different interpretations, such
as the problem of the specific location of Kane-no-take as seen Kamei Kotsuji, the third volume of Sango Shiiki.
Some interpret this place as Iyo Province (Ehime Prefecture), specifically as Shussekiji temple on Mt. Izushi,
which straddles Yawatahama City and Ozu City in Ehime Prefecture, while others refer to it as Kinpusan in
Yamato Province (Nara Prefecture). In this paper, I would like to summarize the recent progress of research on
Sangd Shiiki, the commentary on Kane-no-take as seen in Kamei Kotsuji , which has a particular relevance to
Shikoku, and the changes in interpretation of the word Kane-no-take by arranging it according to the medieval,

early modern, and modern periods.
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