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Early Modern Eschatology and Pilgrimage to Jerusalem
Tetsuyuki SEKI
Professor Emeritus, Ryukyu Keizai University

Jerusalem is a multi-layered city with three major monotheistic holy places in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
The three main monotheistic holy places are the Wailing Wall, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, and the Dome
of the Rock. Therefore, many pilgrims from all over the world, including Japanese, have made a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, which was considered the "center of the world", or have participated in ziyara.

Among those who made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem in the first half of the sixteenth century, during the
Reformation and the Age of Discovery, and left behind pilgrimage accounts are Moses Basola, a Jewish rabbi
from northern Italy, and Diego de Mérida, a monk from the monastery of Guadalupe in mid-western Spain. Based
on the pilgrimage accounts of these two men, who were strongly influenced by Eschatology, Messianic thought,
and Mysticism, I would like to depict a part of the pilgrimage to Jerusalem in the early modern era.

Moses Basora set out for the pilgrimage to Jerusalem in a Venetian ship and entered the city of Jerusalem by
horse and camel. In Jerusalem, he passed through Mount Zion, where David's sepulcher is located, and Mount
Olive, which is considered to be the site of the Last Judgment, but the Muslim authorities forbade him to approach
the Wailing Wall, so he prayed to God from Mount Zion. Diego de Merida also visited the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, Via Dolorosa, Cenacle of the Last Supper on Mount Zion, and other places while staying at a hospital
for pilgrims, guided by the Franciscans who had established a monastery in Jerusalem since the 14th century. It is
noteworthy that the Franciscans, who co-managed the Church of the Holy Sepulchre with the Eastern Churches
and "developed" Via Dolorosa, played an important role in the Catholic pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
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