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The Kumano and Santiago Pilgrimage Routes

—A Comparison of Dual Pilgrim

Shima OHARA

Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Shizuoka University

While michi (roads) have been booming in recent years, there is a common thread of pilgrimage between
the Santiago pilgrimage route and the Kumano Kodd, now one of only two michi (road) world heritage sites in
the world. These pilgrimage routes trace their origins back more than a thousand years and are located on the
geographical periphery of each country. The Santiago pilgrimage route was established by the Asturian kingship,
and as the association with the royal power, such as the pilgrimage by the king, was abolished, it became supported
by folk beliefs. The Kumano pilgrimage was established by seven Emperors Emeritus, who participated in 101
pilgrimages over a period of 190 years. After the emperors stopped visiting so many local people travelled this
route that the phenomenon was labelled the “Kumano pilgrimage of ants.”

In 2015, a "Dual Pilgrim" was created for the Santiago Pilgrimage Route and the Kumano Kodd, and in 2016,
certificates were issued to those who walked and made the pilgrimage to the two sacred routes. In this paper, I
review the comparative history of the pilgrimage of the two roads, as well as examine the current situation and
future topics of these two routes based on my own experience of walking the "French Way", one of the Santiago
pilgrimage routes last year, and becoming "Dual Pilgrim" by walking from Takijiri Oji of the Kumano Kodd to
the main shrine of Kumano Taisha, and visiting the three mountains of Kumano this year.
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