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Local Culture and Shikoku henro during the late modern period
A Case Study of Handa , Awa Province

Satoko NISHI

Curator , Ichihara Municipal Board Of Education

During the late modern period many people embarked on the Shikoku henro. What were these people
looking for religiously? What meaning did the Shikoku henro have as part of the regional culture that
people were engaged in? In order to explore such questions, I will look at the life of Sakai
Yazo(1808-1892) a merchant in the village of Handa, Mima district, Awa province, and examine the
connection between regional culture, in this case Haikai (a type of linked verse) and Sekimon shingaku
(a Japanese religious movement founded by Ishida Baigan) and the travels of local people and Yazo along
the Shikoku henro. Based on his desire to follow the footsteps of Kobo Daishi, Yazo embarked on the
Shikoku henro as act of faith to pray for such things as being cured from illness. The fact that Yazo and
the local people confirmed each other’s faith in the regional cultural network that strove to improve
oneself through Haikai and Sekimon shingaku is something that we need to focus on. Research thus far
has demonstrated that people were aware of the faith in KoboDaishi and that people embarked on the
Shikoku henro due to illnesses etc., but the connection between the daily cultural activities and the
increased faith due to making the Shikoku pilgrimage has not been made very clear. It is obvious that
the faith of Yazo and the people around Handa came about because of the connection with such cultural
activities as Haikai and Sekimon Shingaku.
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