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Shikoku Pilgrimage Holy Memorial Year Monuments

- Memories of the Birth and Death of Kukai/Kobo Daishi and the founding of
the Shikoku pilgrimage
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Saitama Prefectural University

In this paper the term "Holy-Memorial Year" means a large-scale festive state during which
large commemorative monuments are built between relatively long periods such as every ten
or hundred years to mark the historical or legendary origins of some aspect related to a
pilgrimage. Within the history of the Shikoku pilgrimage there are three Holy-Memorial Years:
(1) when Kukai/Kobo Daishi was born, (2) when he died, and (3) when he is believed to have
founded the Shikoku pilgrimage in 815 at age forty-two. These events were celebrated every
fifty years and during these years various commemorative events were held. For example,
during the 1200th anniversary of the Shikoku pilgrimage in 2014 commemorative Buddhist
services and go-kaicho (public viewings of the statue of the main deity) were performed. In
order to not forget these Holy-Memorial years, various monuments, some of which were
memorial towers and others which had carvings of Kobo Daishi, were constructed at some of
the temples. For this paper, I conducted fieldwork to find monuments that still remain at
temples along the Shikoku pilgrimage route. As a result, (1) I discovered ten monuments in
commemoration of the 1100th anniversary in 1914, but none from the 1050th anniversary in
1864. (2) Among the three Holy-Memorial years most monuments were constructed in
commemoration of the death of Kukai/Kobo Daishi. For example, I could confirm the
existence of such monuments built in 1984 (1150th anniversary), 1934 (1100th anniversary)
and 1873 (1050th anniversary) at about ten or so temples. As well, I discovered that three
temples had monuments from 1834 (1000th anniversary) - the oldest ones for this research.
From these results, it can be deduced that (1) the Holy-Memorial year for the founding of the
Shikoku pilgrimage was created at the 1100th anniversary. As well (2) when many temples
had fallen into ruin due to the separation of Buddhism and Shintoism during the first half of
the Meiji era (1868-1912), the temples along the Shikoku pilgrimage route had accumulated
some degree of strength.
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