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The spread of the Shikoku pilgrimage during the late modern era
- The example of Higaki Gendo
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The popularization of the Shikoku pilgrimage during the Edo period (1603-1867) was largely due
to the publication of "Shikoku Henro Michishirube" by the Buddhist priest, Shinnen (d. 1691).
This book, published in 1687, was the first full-fledged guidebook on the Shikoku pilgrimage and,
after going through several revisions and additions, continued to be read until the Meiji era (1867-
1912). In 1763, Shuei Hosoda published the first map of the entire Shikoku pilgrimage entitled,
"Shikoku Henro Zue" and other maps on the Shikoku pilgrimage were printed after this. Most of
the guidebooks and maps on the Shikoku pilgrimage were created from the viewpoint of the
Kansai area and printed in Osaka. This, this paper will examine Higaki Gendo, who was
influenced by this publication culture of Osaka and who worked to spread information about the
Shikoku pilgrimage. In his book, "Takaratsukamidori", he describes his personal experiences and
from such information we can determine what sort of person he was. For example, he came from
a merchant family who were involved in the market price of rice in Osaka and when he was young
he traveled on a pilgrimage around Japan, and almost every year made the Shikoku pilgrimage.
He also worked as a director in the Saigoku region for the Tsuchimikado Family and was a diviner
and doctor who made an incredible salary of 1000 ryo per year. With such a large income Higaki
self-published books to give to people and one of these was "Shikoku Docht Tebiki Annai" - a sort
of guidebook for the Shikoku pilgrimage - which also included a nokyocho (book of blank pages for
the temples to stamp and sign). This book was published in 1802 and it was his wish to give away
50,000 copies. Information on how to prepare for the journey, food and money, how to get to
Shikoku by boat, cost for the pilgrimage book, how to fill out the votive slips and the necessary
amount of papers needed, as well the route to take and information on the temples was included.
An extremely detailed explanation was also provided so that people leaving Osaka on the
pilgrimage would not be worried. It took thirteen years to reach the target of donating 50,000
copies, but later a revised book with recommended sea routes from Osaka to Tadotsu in Kagawa
prefecture was produced. It is clear that by looking at the amount of copies given away through
the charitable actions of Higaki Gendo that he greatly contributed to the spread of the Shikoku

pilgrimage throughout the Kansai region.
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