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Temples along the Shikoku pilgrimage route and the governments of Tokushima and Edo
- A temple dispute during the Genroku period (1688-1704)

Tomokazu MATSUNAGA

Curator at Tokushima Prefectural Museum

Recently, the Shikoku pilgrimage has been researched from various angles and the
results of such studies have been significant, but I believe that there is room to do more
comprehensive research on the temples themselves. In this paper, I will examine the
relationship between the governments of Tokushima and Edo with the sacred sites along the
Shikoku pilgrimage route by describing a six-year dispute between 1692 and 1698 between
Temple No. 66, Unpenji and Bekkaku No. 16 Jizoin Hagiwarji as to which was the head-temple
and which was the sub-temple. Although the fact that this temple dispute occurred is known,
a detailed investigation of how it came about has not been made clear. Therefore, based on
documents, I will show the actual nature of this argument. As well, I will show the historical
significance of this dispute. In Genroku 5 (1692) Jizoin filed a lawsuit against Unpenji and
submitted the case to the Tokushima government. Jizoin claimed they were the head temple
and that Unpenji was their sub-temple. Unpenji opposed Jizoin's claims and said that they
were not the sub-temple. Neither of them were willing to compromise and the Tokushima
government could not make a decision based on the reason that it was difficult and unclear to
determine the origins of old sites such as temples. The court case was then taken to the
Commission of Temples and Shrines in the capital, Edo and the commission ordered both
parties to come to Edo and deliberations began. Finally, a piece of work said to have written by
Kobo Daishi and handed down through generations at Unpenji was entered as evidence and
put a stop to the claims made by Jizoin. This example, which shows the relationship between
the government authority and temples along the pilgrimage route, has several very interesting
aspects. One of which is that during this dispute Unpenji strongly claimed that it was one of
the main temples along the Shikoku pilgrimage route. In other words, Unpenji intended to
solve this dispute by doing so. This viewpoint not only clarifies a point different from research
carried out so far, but this incident can also be regarded as a rare example demonstrating the
state between the government authority and the Shikoku pilgrimage temples.
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