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The allure of the Shikoku pilgrimage route as viewed from around the world:
An example of Western pilgrims

David C. MORETON

Lecturer, Tokushima Bunri University

Recently the numbers of non-Japanese making the Shikoku pilgrimage has increased
dramatically. Yet despite four previous studies on the globalization of this pilgrimage route
there has not been a comprehensive analysis on the numbers, motives, overall comments and
concerns of people coming to Shikoku from around the world. This paper utilizes data from a
wide variety of sources and presents a vivid picture of their present state. At first, I describe
the four studies that have been conducted thus far, then present up-to-date statistical data
such the number of foreigners coming, the gender ratio, their motives and reasons for making
the pilgrimage and their overall comments. I also examine the 100-year history of non-
Japanese and the Shikoku pilgrimage and describe what early Western pilgrims, such as
Frederick Starr, Alfred Bohner, Oliver Statler, thought about this pilgrimage route in the 20th
century. Then I demonstrate how this journey has been described in various tourist
brochures published between the 1930s and 1950s, and then conclude that are there four
items that people from around the world today are seeking. These are: 1. to experience
Japanese history and/or culture, 2. to walk long-distance, 3. a desire for an adventure or
challenge and 4. to experience a place off the beaten track. It is evident that the only place
where all four can be obtained in Japan is the Shikoku pilgrimage route and this is what
makes it so alluring. However, with the increasing amount of foreigners coming alone or as
groups in "pilgrimage tours' there is some concern as to what might happen to the Shikoku
pilgrimage route in the future.
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13 prom of old, Shikoku has been known as a land of pilgrims, and the 88 temples of Daishi are still
preserved---Attractions in the island are many and varied. Yet, most of them have long failed to attract
the attention of travelers from abroad---Most of foreign tourists visiting Japan are always seeking
places of interest off the so-called tourist channel (pl)

4 Tare you fed up with Tokyo? Are you tired of the more conventional sights of Nikko and Kyoto? Then get away
to Shikoku, smallest and most unspoiled of the four main islands of Japan'-If you do not mind inconvenient
travel but wish to see a little known, but fascinating part of Japan, then by all means, try Shikoku.

15 *walking through cities, countryside, mountain forests, verdant valleys, inland villages, and coastal
towns allows one the opportunity to appreciate and (take) the time to reflect on the modern, as well as
the more traditional charms of this country and its people. This is a decidedly more intimate way of
experiencing Japan than taking a bus, train, taxi or guided tour. This intimacy gave me a feeling for
the soul of Japan. “Wayne Nasu3E (NUA KFEF VN~ by bTF—a b7 a3 VETRED

16 “The pilgrim must submerge himself in nature--- Going around in a bus or a car may be meritorious, but it
is not ascetic exercise and it is not performing the pilgrimage. The pilgrimage goes to the heart of Japanese
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