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Modern Shikoku pilgrims as seen in manga and literature
Makoto AOKI
Associate Professor, Faculty of Education, Ehime University

When people think of modern literary works and the culture of the Shikoku pilgrimage route
most conjure up materials such as pilgrim travelogues written by famous cultural people. For
example, "Musume Junreiki" (1918) by Takamure Itsue (1894-1964) or "Shikoku Henro
Nikki" (1939) by Taneda Sant?ka (1882-1940), which are two representative works. In these
books the part that most people remember best is perhaps the description of the beautiful
view of Kashiwazaka Slop in "Musume Junreiki" or the description of Daihéji and Kumakogen
town in "Shikoku Henro Nikki." However, these two works only have the Shikoku pilgrimage
as their purpose therefore they mention a lot about the temples at the sacred sites and other
places and mention very little about the surrounding landscape and the pilgrimage path
itself. The famed works left behind by these two authors in the modern age are unique in that
they contain many references to the sacred sites being "dots" and few references to the
pilgrimage path being a "line." However, because the two above-mentioned authors are so
well-known their works are still widely acknowledged today and so literary works about the
Shikoku pilgrimage path left behind by numerous other famous and not famous cultural
people are not really known. For example, perhaps no one is aware of the haiku, "Tsue arau
Shikoku henro ya nurumu mizu", which was published in the magazine, Hototogisu in April,
1909. In fact, a lot of haiku like this were included in collections of haiku poems and haiku
magazines from the Meiji, Taisho and Showa periods. There were many that existed of which
some were written by such famous haiku poets as Takahama Kyoshi {1874-1959) while
others were written by unknown haiku poets from local areas. Not only haiku poets, but, for
example, manga artists also produced many travelogues about the Shikoku pilgrimage. For
example, Miyao Shigeo (1902»1982) published "Shikoku Henro" (1943) during the Pacific War
and Tsuge Yoshiharu (1937- ) published "Nagare Kumo Tabi" (1971) after the war both of
which describe the landscape of the pilgrimage route. However, few are aware of the
travelogues by haiku poets and manga artists today. Therefore in this paper I first introduce
literary works that deal with the culture of the Shikoku henro and then highlight such
aspects as their characteristics and historical background.
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